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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE author of the. following 
ſermon has been for ſome 
ime engaged in a work of a pretty 
large compaſs; which might be in- 
tiled, * The principles of the di- 
vine œconomy with ' refpect to 
© mankind; * humbly inquired into: 
« or, An eflay towards diſcover- 
ing and explaining, by the gui- 


* GREAT WHEEL rhat con- 
nects the HUMAN SYSTEM. with 
the UNIVERSAL KINGDOM OF 
* Gop.”' If the world ſhall be ſo 
far ſatisfied with ſome few Hints rela- 
ting to that ſubject, thrown" out in 
the following ſermon a, as to think 


* e » 


: P. 14. 15. 19, & 20. N. B. By theſe hints, the ge- 
netal drift, but not the particularities of the ſcheme, 
b ſuggeſted. $5.5 | 
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dance of the holy ſcriptures, the- 


vell of the author's deſign” in ge- 
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than the; /agbis beld forth to us b 
the holy, ſcxipruces hen t the wa 
Only, he is fully: Aatisfied, that th 
ſcriptures hold forth ro us mo 
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is upon this ſubject, than the 1 

larved hav e eyer yet ſuſicientiy at- Th 

ended to. It may be only needful | 
pad at this time, that that parti- 
ular ſcheme of the  afore/aid- con- 
rn, which the holy ſcriptures 
ppear to the author to point out, 
rows a moſt ſurpriſing light upon 
the whole phenomena of the divine 
xonomy, and of the human ſy- 
km, diſplayed to our obſervation 
i the ſcriptures both of the Old and 
Nev Teſtament. And it appears to 
te author, that the truth of his 
ypotheſis can be eſtabliſhed by a 
ll, immediate and direct proof 
tom ſcripture, over and above he 
reſumptrvue evidence ariſing in its 
wours from its anſwering the ap- 
earances, And the practical ten- 
uc) of the whole, is, to hum- 
e man's pride, and to ſer before 

dem, in the ſtrongeſt point of 
pit, hat they are 4% and ruined 
for 


for ever, unleſs they betake then 
felves to that method of ſalvati 
pointed out to them in theſe word 


<< Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chi 
4 and thou ſhalt be ſaved n 


Ss Þ 


* 
1 — 


Act, xvi 31% glue 


f 4 
5 * 
- WW * — * 
7 . x 4 : 3 1 
0 : > 43 4 : 
— ' 
: 
H 4 o Fa * - oy 
b * 4 : ( | 
— 
* 
$61 f 01 
* # & , * * 
" . oo le 0 
: - 4 4 # | 
* > * . f 1 
, Ly * * . ” : 
E 4 F b - = «= a 
| *% 
1 — 2 x 7 4h: 1 
1 T x : 
* 933 * % 
. 
| it 
/ , ? - 7 5 4 *4 7 4 * | 
1 a - © ®% +4 + wt +44 + £4 wt c * 6 
F 4 
* 8 * * 5 mY 7 * 2 — 
9 . . | „ * 4 . | 1 * 
= * 0 * 
1 % » \ % * * 5 
# « # « 2 * * * 
1 & « . LS = * * PI -7 « 2 0 :, 
& # - * bk * . 4 
& a 
— -/ 
* 
7 [4 % = > »& YN 1 
u © a 444 4 oy — % & *® & St + * ” — 4 — 9 
'' * 
2 © © 7 . Deer . * -- * - # Y f 
_ * * % 4 * 6+ Þ * = 
: * 1 ICC 
—y * : £.# 1 4 $ 
0 * . a ww 4A * d& t4 ++ . il 
; F . 9 
- . . - FT LL 4 « 1 4 „ . 
. : 
<- . * y 2 ( * . 915 - 1 q 14 Ul. 
. I * * 
; f f "ws ft ; -#TY 4 | 
Ky *Þ 5:1 x . *w4 + £ 1 + FYOETETFY — © Þ1 FE! Ain = \ 
7 . 1340 141 iS $4 i49m * . 13 Geet 
# * 5 
* EU * * 
4 % . * * —_ : , 
- . 7 o ik T3 {} * [| * Fi ST * 
- IS — — % = =—y - 2 
oy " g don 
on : , x 1 as # 
TI 7 : Ka QT. 4 v "he 1 
a LY -\ ' ” W . vo 119 1 
* % 
- 
, 
F Þ 
* © i 
* 
* 
4 
— i 2 
* 


PSALM li. 10. 11. 12. 13. 


ute in me a clean heart, O God; and renew 
a right ſpirit within me. 


ne not away from thy preſence ; 45 tale 
wt thy holy ſÞ 57 rit from me. 


fore unto me the joy of" thy. ſalvation : 15 
uphold me with thy free Pirit. 


en will J teach tranſgreſſors thy ways, and 
ſinners ſhall { be converted unto thee. 


Need not obſerve to this audience, 
that theſe words are a part of that 
penitential pſalm or prayer, in which 
David King of Vrael poured forth his 
Jul to God, while under the deepeſt repent- 
dee for the ſad backſlidings he had been 
ulty of in the matter of Uriah. In the be- 
aning of the pſalm he cries to God for 
iveneſs; Where we may obſerve by the 
that he founds his 1 Got for pardon 
on the pure * of God, and mentions 
not 


| 


.- 


2 ] 
not one word of former ſervices. But mer 
forgiveneſs was not the only thing fuch 

ood man as David was concerned to dbtzir 
Fe had, by his late criminal indulgency 
fallen from his former purity, and from tf 
enjoyment of God's gracious preſence; hg 
almoſt quenched the divine Spirit, and let g 
his hold of the joy of God's falvation. 
was the ſenſe of this that made him liſt 
his foul to God in the words of my tel 
ſaying, Create in me a clean heart, 
„ God; and renew a right ſpirit within n 
« —Caſt me not away from thy preſenct 
« and take not thy holy ſpirit from me. 
© Reſtore unto me the joy of thy falvatiot 
« and uphold me with thy free ſpirit,” 
And to this he adds in the 13th ver 
Then will I teach tranſgreſſors thy wa 
% and ſinners ſhall be converted unto then 
From which laſt words it appears, thn 
this truly great and devout” prince was en 
pains to train up ethers in the ways of Ge 
ab well as himſelf; and that he looked upt 
particulars he prays for in- the foregoll 
verſes, as the beſt qua liflcatiohs fbr enabli 
him tb teach the Ways of God to ſinner 
in that mannef that would be*the molt ef 
cual for convefting” theta to God. It 
true,” the word Thea, whieh connects ty” 
1th verſe with the three foregeing ones, 
not in the original. But a connoxion 10” 
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ers plainly to be meant, and therefore the 
netting particle is properly enough ſup- 
ed in the tranſlation. 

From what has been ſaid, it fellows. that 

te particulars the pſalmiſt prays for, as they 
he bye all things deſirable to every man, 
þ in a ſpecial manner to thoſe: whoſe office 
; to inſtruct and train up others in the 
ys of God. | 

But, that I may ſpend as lie tima 

poſſible in the introduction, the method 

ball obſerye in further diſcourſing upon 
is ſubject, Mall be, I 

I. To conſider the ſeveral. ulars of 
it ſtate and ſituation of ſoul, which the 
miſt prays to be reſtored: to, and which 
ery Chriſtian; and more eſpecially every 


ile of Chriſt, ſhould delice and endea- 
pur to be poſſeſled of. And. 

Il, To — that ſuch a ſtate and Gm 
m of ſoul fits a perſon for teaching the 
s of God to — in ſuch a manner 
vill be the maſ} nne for rü 
ners unto God. 1 Of 


pinsr then, As to the particulars of 
| ſtate and ſituation of foul, which the 
Knit prays to be reſtored to, and which 
ery Chriſtien, and more eſpecially every 
uniſter of Chriſt, ſhould deſire and endea- 
Pour to be poſſeſſed of,. — theſe are, | 

A 2 „ 
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1. A clean heart, and a right ſpirit, py 
ceeding from the creating and renoyaig 
power of God: — © Create in me a de er 
« heart, O God, and renew a right ſp 
© within me.” 

2. The enjoyment of the gracious pr 
ſence, or gracious looks of God, and 
| Inhabitation of his Holy Spirit: — « ( 
« me not away from thy preſence,” or, 
the original words may be rendered, « (4 
«© me not away from thy looks, and ta 
& not thy holy ſpirit from me.” nl. 

3. The joyful hope and confidence 
God's ſalvation :—*< Reſtore unto me the f 
% of thy falvation.” And, 

4. Perſeverance W this bleſſed ſtate ar 
ſituation of ſoul, through the continued 
fluences of the divine Spirit: And ui 
hold me with thy free Pirit. 

J ſhall ſpeak a little upon each of thel 
as time will allow.—In the doing whereof, 'F 
will very much ſtand in need of the fav 
and indulgence of my. Reverend fathers ar 
brethren, whom I do not pretend to it 
ſtruct, but only to diſcharge the duty of il 
place where they have ſet me, by remind 

myſelf and them, and God's people here p 
ſent, of a few of thoſe things, which arc 
very dear and intereſting to us all, that the 
cannot be too frequently recalled into o 
memories. 18 DEE p 


— 
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And firſt then, Every Chriſtian, and more 
ehecially every miniſter of Chriſt, ſhould 
ere and ſeek after a clean heart, and a 
h ſpirit, proceeding from the creating 
nd renovating power of God: Create in 
me a clean heart, O God; and renew a 
right ſpirit within me.” | 

A clean heart, and right ſpirit, may be 
tber underſtood as ſynonymous expreſſions, 
ch as are frequently made uſe of in the 
wetical parts of ſcripture: or, if they are to 
We underſtood in a diſtinct ſenſe, then a clean 
art may be taken to imply the negative part 
if holineſs, fo as to ſignify a heart cleanſed 
om the pollutions of {in and vice, and de- 
nered from the dominion of thoſe corrupt 
us and habits which defile the ſoul, and 
der it odious and abominable in the ſight 
God; and à right ſpirit may be under- 
od to imply the poſitive part of holineſs, 
2s to ſignify a ſpirit rightly diſpoſed and 
fected towards God and man, and, in a 
rd, to the whole compaſs of our duty. 
Time will not allow me to condeſcend 
pon all the particulars that are included in 
dean heart, and a right ſpirit. 2 


With reſpect to @ clean heart, therefore, I 
ll only take notice, that it implies a heart 
ee from the dominion of Juſt, ambition, and 
ice; — three vices that prevail very much 

among 


| 1 
among mankind, and often run through t 
ſeveral periods of human life. The dom 
nion of any one of theſe, unfits a Chriſi; 
for the exerciſe of virtue and devotion, an 
a miniſter for the right diſcharge of the d 
ties of his function. 

And particularly, there is nothing th 
more weakens and enervates the ſoul, an 
renders it incapable of every thing that Ne 
great and good, than the vitious and ireꝗ 
* lar indulgence of the /en/ua! paſſions. We 
| a vitious habit of this kind begins to pre . 
| devotion is extinguiſhed, and an indolence Wy 

ſpirit, and indiſpoſition towards every ti 
that is noble and manly, ſeizes upon the ſoul: 
and thoroughly poſſeſſes it, An ung 
attachment to ſenſual pleaſure, unfits 8 n 
for the ſteady and regular diſcharge of ui 
duties of any ſtation in life; but moſt of 
for the right diſcharge of the duties of ul 
ſacred funttion, I ſhall only add with rape 
to intemperance of this kind, that as it ict 
weakeſt ſide of human nature, every m 
who would maintain a life of devotion | 
fore God, and be found faithful in the d 
charge of the . Bis nn ſnouß i 
keep the ſtrongeſt guard upon this quart 
And indeed, the only effectual method 
combating this vice, is, keeping out of vl 
way .of temptations, flying from them 
ſoon as they occur, and the being conti 


31 

| employed. in ſome lawful and uſeful exer- 
le or purſult ſo as to leave no part of our 
me void and unanimated. Theſe precau- 
"ns, joined with daily prayer for the puri- 
np 12 the { 1 2 ne- 
ary for preſerving purity in this reſpect, 
| 401 ball fall 5 ein füccelsful. 
Another Mee, that defiles the ſoul; and 


t eeaks in upon the right diſcharge of the 
es of Chtiſtiatiity, and more eſpecially 
he the miniſterial function, is ambition, or 


vo: immoderate love and purſuit of rank and 
ce er. What dreadful Habock and diſturb- 
nee the luſt of power has produced among 
ahkind,” both in church and ſtate, let the 
lifoty and experience of all ages declare. 
particularly in the church, the love of 
wer and a publick leading has been the 
other of many evils. From this ſource 
we been moſtly derived thoſe jealouſies 
kd anifmoſities, contefifions and ſchiſms, 
it have ſo much defaced the beauty of the 
ST inſtiah church in every age. I ſhall only 
1 088th öbſetye upon this head, that ſo far as 
beron in the ſacred function is tinged with 
e imm6derdte love of power, he is ſo far 
ated with the ſpirit of antichriſt ; and 


od t ſuch! à ſpitit is dife&ly oppoſite to that 
i @lncſs/6f Heart required of us by the pre- 
mes of the goſpel, and the example of our 
nu cded Lot p, who, in order to ſet us a leſ- 


ſon 


1 
fon of humility, condeſcended to waſh i 
feet even of his own diſciples 2. 
Another defilement of the heart of mar 
is the ſpirit of avarice. There is nothin 
more unbecoming a Chriſtian, and my 
eſpecially a miniſter of Chriſt, than a ſora” 
worldly, avaritious ſpirit. What a deal 
low, unjuſt and diſhonourable practices ſu 
a ſpirit leads a man into, every one's obſe 
vation can ſuggeſt to him. On the oth 
hand, it is the glory of a Chriſtian, not 
ſay a miniſter of Chriſt, to be poſleſſed wit 
a noble contempt. of riches, and to have h 
heart filled with thoſe higher and more gl 
rious views which the goſpel has opened 
us. Our Saviour: has told us, that a n 
cannot ſerve two. maſters b; and therefore 
' Miniſter of the goſpel cannot at the fame tin 
be a ſervant of Chriſt, and a ſervant of ms 
The narrow limits of this diſcourſe 1 
not allow me to touch upon all thoſe oll 
defilements, from which we ſhould endene 
to keep our hearts pure. Let me only tal 
notice in general, that the indulgence of a 
known ſin, and the negle& of any kno 
duty, defiles the heart, wounds the c 
ſcience, and greatly weakens the powers 
the ſoul. And the longer ſuch indulgent 


Vun ai, 4. Er. ur. vie the | 


1 
duch neglect is continued in, ſo much the 
re will the foul be weakened and defiled, 


nag o much the greater difficulty will ſhe 
" Ind in recovering her former ſtrength' and 
die ft). Wn WES | | 

1 With reſpect to the ingredients of a right 


brit, time will allow me only to mention 
Pele three, Which are peculiarly neceſſary in 
niniſter of the goſpel Rand theſe are, a 
brit of de vorion, a ſpirit of truth and ſince- 
h, and a publick ſpirit of zeal for the glo- 
of God, the advancement of Chriſt's 
ingdom, and the falvation of the ſouls of 


_- aint | 
And, firſt, A ſpirit of devotion; as it is 

n eſſential A ecken in the character of 
ery good Chriſtian, ſo is it a neceſſary part 
| the temper and character of every good 
iniſter. A miniſter void of devotion, has 
fly the oufwvard form of a miniſter, but 
ants the /pirit ↄf his function. He wants 

t life and foul that ſhould animate his mi- 
trations. He who is not devout himſelf, 
very unlikely inſtrument for perſuading 

ers to be fo. His exhortations can only 
me from the mouth forward; and as the 
not flow from the heart, they are not 0 
kely to reach the hearts of his people. It 
s always been a maxim, Si vis me flere, 
endum eft ipſi tibi: and agrecably to this, 

| B 2 


40 


16 

a miniſter who would be very ſucceſs 
training others to walk with God, muſt kng 
and feel what it is to walk with God, himſel 
Another neceſſary ingredient in the ten 
per of a good Chriſtian, and particularly 
a good miniſter, is a ſpirit of truth and ſ 
cerity. Falſhood is directly oppoſite to tl 
Spirit of the God of truth; and even in h 
man ſociety, there cannot be a greater bl 
in the character of a man, not to ſay a min 
ſter, than to have it faid of him, that he 
cunning and falſe, double and deceitful. / 
on the other hand, among all true judges 
a character, a great ſtreſs 1s laid upon a ſpi 
of candour and ſincerity. As there is q 
vice that prevails more among mankind tha 
falſhood, a miniſter ſhould reckon it his du 
and his glory to ſet them a ſteady exam 
of the oppoſite virtue. Every miniſter ſho 
in this reſpect deſerve the name and chant 
of a Nathanael, an 1/raelite indeed, in whe 

there is no guile ©: and that miniſter, 

there be any ſuch, who deſerves the opp 

ſite character, is unworthy of his func 

The third ingredient in the ſpirit of 

right miniſter I propoſed to mention, was, 

publick ſpirit of zeal for the glory of Ge 

the advancement. of Chriſt's kingdom, 2 

the ſalvation of ſouls. If a miniſter be bit 


9 John i. 47. | | l 


BY 

fa true member of the kingdom of God, 
e cannot fail to have ſome ſhare of this 
ble ſpirit. For ſuch a fpirit is as it were 
te very breath of a member of the kingdom 
God. This our Lord teaches us in that 
tern of prayer he has ſet us, whereof no 
; than three petitions, and theſe the firſt 
| order too, are no other than a pouring 
nth of this ſpirit before God. Such a glo- 
us ſpirit as is breathed forth in theſe three 
ji petitions of the Lord's prayer, would 
uke a miniſter exert himſelf in his function, 
ith life and vigour, with alacrity and de- 
pt, and, I may add too, with proportion- 
ble ſucceſfs. | Du 9 
Thus much only will the time allow me 
day with reſpect to the particulars of that 
wity of heart, and rectitude of ſpirit, which 
ery Chriſtian, 'and more eſpecially every 
niſter of Chriſt, ſhould deſire and endea- 
ur to be poſſeſſed of. 
But ſuch genuine purity of heart, and 

tude of ſpirit, can only be produced by 
he creating and renovating *power , God. 

s is plainly intimated in the text, by the 
Hired pfalmiſt's praying for ſuch a power 
d be exerted upon Fümtelf:— « Create in 
me a clean heart, O God; and renew a 
tight ſpixit within me. The word in the 
Noinal or” crete, 1s the ſame' that is made 
cot by Moſes, when he fays, .* In the be- 


2 « oinning 
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that except a man be born again, and bom 


12 ] 
« ginning God created the heavens and thy 
« earth; whereby is ſignified, that it eee 
quires the ſame almighty power to purify thin 
heart of a ſinner, as it required to create the 
world. And whereas the pfalmiſt had for 
merly experienced the ; purifying influence 
of the Geige Spirit, yet ſtill makes uſe of 
this language in his prayers, Create in! 
« clean heart, O God; in this it i 
plainly implied, that the /ame divine influen 
ces that begin the purification of a ſinner 
heart, are neceſſary for prelerving it, and 
carrying it on; and for quickening and rei 
ving it upon occaſions, when it has falle 
into a degree of languifhment. David's 
prayers upon many other occaſions area con 
firmation. of the ſame truth. How ofte 
through his pſalms does he pray God to c 
en 3 and turn his eyes b; to unite © and 
incline his heart d; to quicken him e; 10 
make him to go f; to lead and guide him s 
and to hold up his goings in the paths of 
God Þ, gn Fs ſame important truth 1$ 
taught us by our Saviour, when he tells u 


of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king 


dom of God i; — and by the Apoſtle, wn 
fal. kit. 119. PMaehg :. J 
1 db re We xxXI. 3. | 
* Pfal. Ixxxvi. 11. Hal. xvii. 5. 
4 Pal. cxix. * i John iii. 3. 5. 
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be fays, If any man be in Chriſt, ke is a 
ew creature a2. — And ſpeaking of himſelf 
ind others, who had experienced this divine 
regenerating, ower, he ſays, When we were 
tad in ſins, God, Tho is rich in mercy, quick- 
med us together with Ghriſt, and raiſed us up : 
fir we are his workmanſhip, created again in 
Ciriſt Jeſus unto good works b. The ſame 
Apoſtle elſewhere conſiders God, in the cal- 
ling of ſinners, under the notion of that 
God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth 
thoſe things which be not, as though tbey 
were e. By all theſe, and numberleſs other 
paſſages of ſcripture, this great truth is held 
forth to us, That God's apoſtate creatures 
cannot be recovered again, but by ſuch an 
% exertion of the divine power upon them, 
* as is equivalent to a ne creation, à new: 
F 25 or @ reſuſcitation from death unto. 
Ne TRE E net . | 
Such, it ſeems, is the hardening nature of: 
lin e, that nothing leſs than infinite power, 
an conquer its obſtinacy. And this conſi- 
ration both explains and juſtifies the com- 
mon aſſertion of © ſin's having in it an in- 
4 finite evil. Were the malignity and ob- 
ſinacy of fin, or, which is the ſame thing, 
of a ſinner's heart, finite, it could be ſul 
wed by the application of - finite means.; 

; 2. vi Sins | © Rom, iv. © "MI. 

Eph, u. 4. 5. 6. 10. Enel. xxxvi. 26. 
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fuch as chaſtiſements, corrections, and ſud 
other diſpenſations of common providence, 
But no diſcipline of this kind, however lon, 
continued, will do the buſineſs a, unleſs Go 
accompany it with the exertion of 54 
power, whereby he quickeneth the dead, an 
calleth the things that be not, as if they wer, 
And it would ſeem, that ſuch an extraording 
exertion of the divine power upon the he: 
of ſinners could not be put forth, in a co 
ſiſtency with the divine perfections, auth 
rity and government, and with the gener 
happineſs and ſtanding of the rational ce ee 
tion, until the way for ſuch an exertion v. 
firſt pared, by ſuch a grand apparatus, ast 
incarnation and facrifice of the S G 

Would time allow me to purſue the 
thoughts, I might go on to ſhew, Tha 
one grand purpoſe © which the ſyſtem of ma 
kind ſerves for in the moral world, is, to hol 
up before the eyes of the whole ration 
creation, and that through eternal ages, « 
everlaſting monument of this great truth, . 
neceſſary to be attended to by all the rea 
ſonable creatures of God, That a ration 
creature, once apoſtatiſed from God, ca 


* How many inſtances of The author ſays, * 
this may we read in hiſtory, ** grand purpoſe,” becauſe 
and ſee in daily life? is not the only one; — U 
 Þ 1 Thefſ. v. 10. Eph. i. 7. ſeripture points out one ot 
Heb. ix. 22. and x. 4. 5, grand purpoſe beſides this 


neve 
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wer return to him by its own way, let 
g encouragements to return be ever ſo great; 
nd muſt neceſſarily go into everlaſting per- 
don, unleſs God exert ſuch an extraord:- 
„ power for its recovery, as is not to be 
wetted, ſeeing, in the caſe of mankind, it 
ol no leſs to pave the way for ſuch an ex- 
murdinary exertion than the incarnation and 
kcifice of the eternal Son of God.” 

But time will not allow me to enter far- 
ther into this ſubject. Let me therefore 


nen have been, or ſhall be fo happy, as to 
ecover the being and exerciſe of the /piritual 
jfe, they owe this their _— entirely 


11 © God's being pleaſed to fulfil in them that 
hel@promiſe of his in the new covenant: A new 
hair! give you, and a new ſpirit will I 


put within you ; and I will take away the ſtony 
art out of your fleſh, and I will give you an 
urt of fleſh ; and I will put my ſpirit within 


ju, ana cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and 


Lie expreſſion of the ſtony heart in this paſ- 
lee ſuggeſts: a thought in relation to the 
jet I am on; which J will beg leave to 
mention before I proceed. 


Teel. xxxvi. 26. 25. comp. Heb. viii. 7. 8. 9. 10. 


aly add, that whoever of the children of 


? [Fall keep my judgments, and do them a. 


lt is very obſervable, that the inſpired 
ters very often make uſe of the expreſſions 


of 


— — _ — = — — 
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of a ſtony heart, a hard heart, and the hardy. 
and hardening of the heart, to hold forth H 
obſtinacy and malignity of ſin in the hearts 
ſinners; which ſeems. to ſuppoſe; that 
has wrought an effect upon the human /; 
foniewhat fimilar and analogous to a ye 
remarkable quality in the human body. Wit 
refpe& to our bodies, it is obſervable, th 
every part of them is daily wearing to 
harder conſiſtencg. Nor does this |growi 
ee ſtop at the full growth of f 

dy, but goes on, and increaſes, to t 
extremeſt old age. So that, although t 
human body were fubject to no other diſe 
or accident whatfoever, yet,” through th 
continual: hardening of its parts a, the « 
gans, tubes and veſſels thereof, would gro 
at laſt to ſuch a ftiſſueſi, as to be quite u 
fit for the m—— of circulation; and 
death would infallibly enſue. Nor is it i 
the.power of any earthly food or medicin 
lince mankind were deprived of the tree! 
He, to ſtop this growing petrifaction, an 
prevent its fatal conſequences.” Now, 
ſeriptures ſeem to ſuppoſe, that ſ | 
wrought an effect, ſimilar to this, upon 


* If it ſhall be ſaid, that the fe& beyond the due proportic 
very ſame thing muſt have ta- might have been prevent 
ken place in the ſtate of inno- and the human body prelervt 
cence :!——Suppoling, though in a perpetual verdure a 
not granting this, it is anſwer- bloom, by the uſe of the tre 
ed, that the progreſs of the ef- of life, Cen. iii. 5 ! 

| aul; 


„„ 

„and that a ſoul, once infected with 
4 if left by God to itſelf, will daily har- 
& itſelf in wickedneſs, and {till be wearing 
{:f into a farther departure from the image 
God, and its primitive purity. Nor is it 
n the power of any education, or diſcipline, 
other mean whatſoever, leſs than the re- 
merating power of the divine Spirit, to cure 
are ee ſoul of this ed bi- 
ul petri faction. Theſe indeed may ſome- 
imes retard the petriſuction a little in its pro- 
gels; but unleſs the divine Spirit, alongſt 

Aich theſe, apply his all-healing powers a, 
vill come on again, and fix the ſoul in ir- 
xoverable ruin. So that none but God 
un/elf can tale away the ſtony heart out of. 

fleſh, and give us hearts of fleſh. 

And indeed, would we duly conſider 
e relation which God bears to his reaſon- 
le creatures, and the neceſſary dependence 
hich they have upon God for the /;fe and, 
ul of their ſouls, we would ſoon lee it to 
as abſurd to imagine, that a reaſonable 
ature, once depraved by ſin, may cure it- 
of this depravity, without the gracious: 
fluences, of HI who is the SUN oF, 
duus, as it would be to ſuppoſe, that this. 
rh and her vegetable tribes may recover 
om their winter-/late of languiſhment, 


* 7:bn xy, 5. 6. 


) 
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fouls, by humility and fervent prayer, for ac 
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without the returning-rays of the wernal ſin 
And let no man fay, that this dodrinff 
has a tendency to encourage men in (lot 
and to make them fit down in a 'carelef 
way, and wait for the divine influences. ( 
the contrary,” the natural "tendency of th 
doctrine, when ſincerely believed, is, to mak 
men in the moſt anxious manner open the 


mitting the enlivening rays of that God wh 
is the ſun of” fouls. The way to perſuat 
a diſeaſed perſon to apply to a phyſician, i 
to convince him that he is undone if he d 
not alf And in like manner, the wa 
to perſuade ſinners to apply to the phyſici 
of ſouls, is, to convince them that they ao: 
loſt and ruined for ever b, unleſs this ſow 
reign phyſician take the cure of their ſc 
into his own hand; and, at the ſame ting 
to ſet before them, in its ſtrongeſt lights, that 
promiſe of Chriſt, that whoſoever comet) 
him, in this humble manner, | /hall in no ui 
be caft out, but that he will ſave them unto i 
uttermoſt. While Chriſt was upon eart 
he never diſmiſſed one ſingle diſeaſed perſe 
that apphed to him, without a' cure. 

now he is in heaven, he will never rej 


2 What is ſaid of animals, of diſſolution excepted. 
Pſal. civ. 27. 28. 29. 30. holds Matth. ix. 12. Kev. il. 
equally true of /2u/s in an al- © 7ohn vi. 37. 38. 39. 4 
legorical ſeuſe, the ſingle point | 
e ä an 
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y one diſcaſed ſoul that commits itſelf in- 
\ his hands, but will infallibly undertake 
nd accompliſh the cure of every ſoul that 
ncerely applies to him. We have his own 
ond for it, and we are ſure he would not 
keive us; for he calls to us in the goſpel, 
hing, Come, unto me, all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
C 1 
But may ſome one ſay, To what pur- 
poſe is the call of the goſpel extended 
promiſcuouſly to all, ſeeing only the cho- 
ſen of God ſhall have grace given them to 
obey it b? Jo this I might content 
melt with anſwering, That the ele&t and 
on- elected are intermingled with one an- 
her in their preſent ſtate; and therefore 
e call muſt be promiſcuous. But over 
nd above this, IL add, that it is true indeed, 
tht the extending the call of the goſpel to 
e non- elected, is of no final benefit to their 
fouls e. But dare the objector ſay, that this 
Wirial of the nom elected, by the call of the 
whpel, is of no benefit to the reft of God's 
ralonable creatures? Dare he ſay, it is no 
denefit to the numberleſs celeſtial ſpectators d 
ck this trial, to ſee. an experimentul confirma- 
lon of this great and important truiſh, That 
2 Matth, xi. 28. © Matth. xxii. 14. yg 
Ad xiü. 3838. 1 Tin. v. 21. Like xv. 10. 
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&* an apoſtate creature cannot return to G0 
% by its own ſtrength, let its encouras# 
« ments to return be ever ſo great?” Day 
he ſay, that this is not one great mean, h 
which God is pleaſed to confirm for ey 
the heavenly hoſts in their allegiance ? Dau ce 
he ſay, that this is not a mean, whereh 
God is pleaſed to make the wiſdom and] 
ſtice, as well as the awful ſevyerity of hi 
judgments manifeſt *? Is it not hereby, tha 
unto principalities and powers' in heavenly pla 
ces 1s made known by the church the manifil 
wiſdom of God b? And laſtly, is it not here 
by that Chriſt and his miniſters become 
feet favour unto God, in them that periſh, d 
well as in them that are ſaved e? 


I now proceed to the ſecond particular thi 
pſalmiſt prays for, and which every Chri 
ſtian, and more eſpecially every miniſter « 
Chriſt, ſhould earneſtly deſire and ſeek af 
ter; and that is, The enjoyment of God 
- « gracious preſence, or his gracious looks 
“ and the inhabitation of his Holy Spirit: 
— Caſt me not away (lays he) from thy pre 
fence ; and take not thy holy ſpirit from me 
David had by his late courfe of - back{licing 
interrupted his enjoyment of God's graciout 
preſence. He had provoked God 10 hide lil 


Kev. Xv. 4. Rem, Xi. 22, Þ Eph. iii. 16. © 2 Cor. ii. ij. 
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bee from him, and to withdraw for a ſeaſon 
benign influences of his Holy Spirit. 
« had forſaken God, and ſeemed to be 
daken by him. He was ſenſible, that his 
n deviations from the ways of purity; 
re the occaſion of this deſertion, of this 
jthdrawing of the ſhinings of God's coun- 
mance. And therefore, having firſt prayed 
r the revival of his purity, he now prays 
p be reſtored alſo to that gracious preſence, 
x thoſe gracious looks of God, which are 
ny vouchfafed to the humble, and the pure. 
The Hebrew word PANIM, tranſlated 
ſence, properly ſignifies the countenance or 
of a perſon. And accordingly the o- 
inal words, AL TASCHLICHENI MIL- 
DAN ECHA, are tranſlated by the Septua- 
Mint, in 4-repprJne pus ame ru d M, Caſt me not 
uy from thy countenance, or, from thy looks : 
, agreeably to this, they are rendered in 
ur Engliſh verſion,of the pſalms in metre, 
ot me not from thy :fight. There are a 
et many paſſages of ſcripture, which 
pak of God's looking to the humble, the 
ure, and the upright. - And theſe his looks 
t regards are ſpoke of in ſuch a language, 
6 plainty-intimates they are of a lie nature, 
nd attended with the lie benign influences, 
b when the ſin looks upon this earth. 
ence, when God looks upon humble and 
ure fouls, he is faid to cauſe his face to 


thine 
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ſhine upon them a, and to lift up upon thei 
the light of his countenance b. — The Le 
promiſes to be their everlaſting light, ax 
their God their glory c.— He is ſaid to ar 
upon them as a ſun of righteouſneſs, vi 
healing under his wings d; and to ſend fon 
his light to lead theme. And, on the oth 
hand, they are faid to ſee Godf, to walk 
the light of his countenance s, and to 
made glad therewith b. The day is {aid 
dawn, and the day-ſtar to ariſe in th 
hearts i; and they are called the children 
the light, and the children of the day, 2 
not of night, nor of darkneſs k; and are i 
to walk in the light of the Lord!, and 
his light to fee light m. And the manner 
the ſpiritual life in heaven, which differs 
not from the ſpiritual life on earth in & 
but in degree, is thus deſcribed : And d 
city had no need of the fun, neither 
the moon to ſhine in it: for the glory 
« the Lord did lighten it, and the Lamb 
the light thereof a; and it is there in 
ſpecial manner that the righteous, by 
holding the glory of the Lord, ſhall 


. Pal. levii. . fal. xxi. 6. 


c 75 IX. 19. ' a 1 Theſl. v. 5. f 
Mal. . . ü. 5. 01 


Matth. v. 8. n Rev. xxi. 23. 
5 P/al. AX. 15. : changt 
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hanged into the fame image, from glory to 
ys, From all which paſſages it appears, 
unt the ſcriptures hold forth the relation be- 
xt God and his people, under this notion, 
10 g many others, of God's being THE 
iN OF THEIR SOULS. And ac- 
ingly, in the :34th pſalm, he is ſaid, in 
els words, to bee 1 SUN to them 
1 alk, uprightly. What the fan. there- 
we is to this earth, and all its various ani- 
als, fruits, and flowers, that God is to 
humble, and the pure in heart. And 
like manner, as the fun enlightens, warms, 

ines, enlivens, ſtrengthens, and com- 
ns this earth, -and all that is therein; in 
be ame manner God, by his blefled rays 
d influences, enlightens, warms, cheriſhes, 
ulvens, ſtrengthens, and comforts the ſouls 
the upright. In like manner, alſo, as the 
rejoiceth in'the ſun, adheres to him as 
x centre b, and makes her return for his 
3 C. in. 18. and the latter to the prejectile 
' Thave often thought, that force ; ſo as that, by a due mix- 
r ce $4 the wicked into ture of 40%, the reaſonable 
 darineſi, 


might be very | creature moves in a proper or- 


illuſtrated by the fimili- bit with reſpe& to God; even 


ue of a planet's flying o 
on the ſun in a tangent, I 
n afraid it might be conſi- 
red as purſuing the meta- 
por too far, to compare the 
0 great principles of action 


le former to the attracting, 


de love of God, and ſelf· love; 


ﬀf as by a due mixture of the/+, - 


the planet moves in a proper 
orbit with reſpe& io the ſun. 
In this ſimilitude, the love of 

our neighbour, whom we ſhould 
love for God's ſake, falls un- 


der the love of God. 


beams 


beams in all her various products; ſo do 
pure in heart rejoice in the ſur of their ul 
adhere to him as their centre, and refleg He 
rays in all thoſe affectionate and dutiful 

gards which become them; ſuch as by | 
ving, admiring, and. adoring him; dey 
ing and confiding in him; 'reverencing a 
obeying him; reſigning and ſubmitting 
his will in all things; and, laſtly, by de 
_ and rejoicing in the /preading f= 

ory. olf bis ©, 

| 5 — The mention of the gl of 
gives me occaſion to obſerve, that the mez 
ing thereof is conſiderably illuſtrated byt 
very thing we are ſpeaking of. The expreſſi 
of the glory of God, ſo frequent in ſcripture, 
undoubtedly a metaphor borrowed from ib 
light and ſplendor of the fun a. We were jul” 
now taking notice, that as the ſun enlighten 
warms, and . cheriſhes the earth with h 
beams, and the earth makes her return 1 
all her various produtts ; ſo God, who 
the suN oF sous, cheriſhes and enlive 
with his rays the pure in heart, who ren 
his rays again in all kind of proper and be 
coming regardi towards God. For the d 
vout breathings of humble and pious ſoul 


Any thing is ſaid to be 1 Gor, xv. 41. Hence in pe 
glorious which emits or reflects ing, the emiſſion of rays fr 
rays in ſuch abundance, as to the head is called the %. 
ſpread a remarkable Ire. See * 

> Pre 53 oi | | toward 
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wards God, are in truth no other than a 
{ting back again of his own rays. Hence, 
ißt God and upright ſouls, there is a 


r . coucd fawing and reflowing of what may 
y err of the Divinity. And this 
W and reflowing of the rays of the Divi- 


y, is what I conceive to be called in ſcri- 
ure the glory of God. Agreeably to this, 
te glory of the Lord is faid to lighten the 
wenly Jeruſalem ; becauſe there this flux 
{ reflux of the divine rays takes place in its 
rateſt perfection. here alſo, in the moſt 
nent degree, ſhall the ſaints, by beholding, 
| olory of the Lord, be changed into the ſame 
uge, from glory to glory: that is, their ſouls 
ll be ſo. opened and enlarged to admit the 
noe rays, and ſhall be ſo abundantly u- 


n Ot 

ej ed therewith, as that they ſhall reflect 

aten e fame again with a moſt abundant and 

h rous luſtre, fo as to ſhine forth themſelves 
1% in the: kingdom of their Father; as 

ho Saviour expreſsly tells us they ſhall do a. 

live greeably 16 to the above explication, 


jod does all things for his own. glory, we 
y conceive the meaning of this to be, that 
od always acts in ſuch a manner, as upon 
e whole will have the moſt effectual ten- 
acy to ſpread abroad his all-enlightening, 


= Matth. xiii, 42. The ſaints planets only, but they ſhall 
arth ſhine like moons or ſhine like ſuns in heaven. 


D cheriſhing 


ten the ſeriptures hold forth to us, that 
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the other hand, when the ſcriptures dite 


der then, while David was immerſing hi 
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cheriſhing and enlivening rays, in the md 
abundant and diffuſive manner, through t 
ſouls of his reaſonable creatures. And, « 


us to do all to the glory of God a, by this 
may conceive is meant, that we ſhould : 
ways act in ſuch a manner, as will have 
moſt effectual tendency to open our oy 
fouls and the ſouls of others, for adnitti 
and refleting the rays of that God, who WW 
the SUN OF SOULS b. 3 

Nov, humility and purity of heart are i 
two things that open the ſoul for admitting a 
re flecting the rays of the Divinity c: for Gy 
has faid, He will look to the humble d, and gi 
them grace*; and our Saviour tells us, that 
pure in heart ſhall ſee God f. And, on tl 
other hand, pride and impurity, in all ti 
various ſhapes, do ſhut the ſoul againſt t| 
divine rays and influences. It is no wo 


felf fo deeply in impurity, that God hid 
face from him; or, which comes to the fat 


"1 Cor. x. 31. the flux, and the Jaller the 
What has been ſaid, falls flux, of the ſame rays of 
in with the ſaying, ** Grace Divinity. 
« is glory begun, and glory In this aſſertion, repe 
« is grace in perfetion.” It ance, faith, and-devotion, | 
alſo ſhews, why the ſame word comprehended under ham 
rh is uſed in ſcripture, and purity. 
to ſiguify God's glorifying the *% /{{Ixvi. 2. 
ſaints, and his being glorified © 2 Pet. v. 5. 
by them; the former denoting Matth. v. 8. 1 
| | | fl 
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ting, that David's foul was ſhut againſt the 
kings of his God, and ſo became full of 
vrkneſs and fear; which makes him cry 
ut, Caſt me not away from thy preſence ; and 
lle not thy holy ſpirit from me. 
After what- has been faid for illuſtrating 
e firſt part of theſe words, we will have 
xcaſion to ſay but very little upon the latter 
art of them. For that God, whom we 
we been juſt now repreſenting to be the 
i of ſouls, and who, with the light of his 
cuntehance, cheriſhes and enlivens the hum- 
e and the pure, is the very Spirit of God 
nſelf, All theſe divine irradiations we 
xe been ſpeaking of, are properly and pe- 
ularly the operations of the holy and ever- 
lefled Spirit, the third perſon of the God- 
ad, For, according to the economy of 
he divine operations exhibited to us in the 
ly ſcriptures, - it is by his Spirit that the 
ighty Father enlightens and animates all 
ls children 2. And all that light, and 
tength, and joy, and comfort, which they 
el from the divine countenance or preſence, 
no other than the inward illuminations, 
ſtances, conſolations, and joys of the Ho- 
y Ghiſt.. And all thoſe devout, and hum- 
le, and dutiful outgoings of their ſouls to- 
ards God, are no other than the breathings 


Jabs ii. 5. 1 Gor. iti, 16. 1 John ii. 20. 27. Cal. v. 22. 


kn, viii. 9. 
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of the Spirit of God within them a; wil 
is therefqre ſaid to dwell in their ſouls, as 
fo many living temples b, from whence 


offered up ./piritual ſacrifices, acceptable 1 
God by Jeſus Chriſt e. And the more hun 1 
ble and pure any foul is, it is ſo much tin, 
more fit an habitation for the Holy Spi ch. 
And when a child of God at any time M 
viates into impurity, or turns yore and fei 
confident, he thereby guenches the Spirit ¶ te 
in proportion to the degree of his pride, I ie 
impurity, David, by his late impuriti 
had in a great meaſure quenched the brea l 
ings of the divine Spirit within him, ini e 


much that he became afraid that God wc 
withdraw his gracious influences from h 
altogether. And it was under a deep ſen 
of this, that he prays upon this occalic 
Take not thy holy ſpirit from me. And 28 
prayed with humility, and with faith 
God, God heard his prayer, according 
1 multitude of his tender mercies expt 
ed in that paſſage of the prophet, whe 
God ſays, F any f — run T forjak 
thee, but with great mercies will I gal 
thee: in a little wrath I hid my face fr 
thee, for a moment; but with everlſi 


N Rom. vill. 26. Gal. iv. 6. ; F 1 Pet. ii. 5. a 
b 1 Ger, Uli. 16, . 1h. v. 9. Ebb. ir. 
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est wil I have mercy on thee, ſaith the 
Lind thy Redeemer a. 


[ now proceed to the third particular the 
ollmiſt prays for, and which every Chriſti- 
Wn, and more eſpecially every miniſter of 
Chriſt, ſhould endeavour to attain to; and 
that is, (The joyful hope and confidence 
of God's falvation.” —Reſtore to me, ſays 
the plalmiſt, or, as the words might be more 
lerally. tranſlated, Canſe return to me the joy 
f thy ſalvation. —W hich prayer of David's 
poles, that he had formerly attained to 
the joyful aſſurance of that eternal ſalvation, 
which is here called God's ſalvation by way 
of eminence, to diſtinguiſh it from tempo- 
nl deliverances: but that, by his late courſe 
ff backſliding, he had fallen from his for- 
mer aſſurance, and been troubled with 
doubts and fears as to this matter. That 


ns ce children of God may, and do ſome- 
"primes attain to aſſurance in the point of their 
vFalvation, is evident from inſtances of their 
aß cclaring as much in the ſcriptures, where 


ve find them ee themſelves in ſuch 
knguage as this, Thou ſhalt guide me 
* with thy counſel, and aſterivurds receive 
* me to glory d.. — I have fought the 
good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I 

have kept the faith: henceforth there is 


17, liv. 7. f. » P/al, Ixxili. 24. « laid 
al 


E 001 
« laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs 
« which God the righteous judge ſhall give 
« meat that day a. But that the childre 
of God may alſo fall from this aſſurance, fo 
a ſeaſon at leaſt, by falling off from the way 
of holineſs, and deviating for a time into ſind 
ful courſes, is certain from this very inſtanc 
of David before us. For that David ha 
let go his hold of the joyful aſſurance « 
God's ſalvation, is evident from his praying 
God to cauſe this joy return to him. And in 
deed the only way to cauſe this joy return u 
him, was the revival of his purity, the rg 
vival of the /ife of” God in his fout b. Fc 
ſuch is the nature of this divine life in! 
ſoul of man, that when it is in a thriving an 
flouriſhing ſtate, it is accompanied with (tron 
hopes, and ſometimes alſo with the full all 
rance of God's ſalvation. But, on the othe 
hand, when this /prritual: life at any tim 
falls into a ſtate of /anguiſhmeyt and ec 
then the hope of God's falvation is alſo mu 
abated, and ſometimes almoſt, if not altoge 
ther, extinguiſhed ; and does not revive, uy": 
til purity and lively devotion begin to rev 
again in the ſoul. For the natural effect 
holineſs and devotion is, to ſpread life an 
light, and hope and joy.through the {ou 
as, on the other hand, the natural effect « 
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we and impurity is, to fill the foul with 
wiſts and clouds, and doubts and darkneſs. 
With reſpect therefore to this aſſurance of 
God's falvation, it is far from af 
« That they who are once aſſured, are a 

« ways aſſured; as ſtrangers in theſe mat- 
rs may be apt to ſuppoſe. But the general 
ale, that will be found to hold in this mat- 
kr, is, That the hope of ſalvation in the 


( ferent times, in propor tion as the divine 
work of ſanctification in his heart and life 


unt a 
ic is in a more or leſs thriving ſtate ;” I ſay, 
Fe is is the rule that will be found generally 


0 hold: for I do not deny, but there may 
be 2 good many particular exceptions from 
his general rule. I ſhall only further add 


od's falvation, that where: ever it is lively 
nd well-founded, it is ſo far from producing 
ſth and negligence, that, on the contrary, 
if all things in the world, it moſt powerful- 
ly excites/to diligence and activity in cleanſing 


10 7 ſelf from” all filthineſs of the fleſh and 


114, And for the truth of this obſerva- 
ion, I can appeal to all who have ever taſted 
In any conſiderable meaſure the well- found- 


2 Cor, Vide 1. 


ame child of God is more or leſs at dif- 


ith reſpect to this hope or aſſurance of 


Jpirit, aud perfecting holineſs in the fear of 


d hope or aſſurance of God's ſalvation, who, 
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I am ſure, will join with the Apoſtle in teg! 
fying, that every man that hath this hope i 
him, purifieth himſelf, even as he, who ha 
raiſed him to this hope, 7s pure a, 


The fourth and laſt particular the pſalmif 
prays for, is, for ( perleverance in the fate 
<« going bleſſed ſtate. and ſituation of ſou 
« by the continued influences of God's fre 
Spirit: — Aud uphold me by thy free ſpir 5 
The original words, WER UA GH NED1B4 
TIsMECHENI, would be more literally, an 
perhaps more juſtly tranſlated, And la 
willing ſpirit confirm me. And ſo the pf 
miſt s meaning in this petition would be 
that he might be ſo delivered from the powe 
of ſin, and ſo; thoroughly reconciled to d 
ways of purity, as that he might walk then 
in with a willing mind, and from that pri 
ciple perfect love, which caſtet] out fear 
and averſion, and which is ſo neceſſaryt 
confirm us in the ſteady. exerciſe of vi 
and devotion. But as ſuch a love and de 
lightful adherence to our duty, can only © 
the effect of the continued influences of th 
divine Spirit, there is no difference at botto 
betwixt the ſenſe juſt now offered, and ta 
of the words as they ſtand in our tranſlation 
according to which; the ꝓſalmiſt's meanin 


1 John i. 3. b John iv, 18. 
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; that God would confirm and- eſtabliſh. 


in in that happy {tate and ſituation of ſoul 
e had juſt now prayed to be reſtored to, by 
e continued influences of his Spirit; Who 
called free, in the fame ſenſe as we ſay free 
ice, becauſe he is freely given. Perſeve- 
ance is what every child of God will ſincere- 
pray for, and endeavour to attain. - In- 
ne ſenſe, indeed, it is ſecured to them by 
e decree of God: a; — that is, that they 
ll never totally and finally fall away: — 
d yet, even in this ſenſe, perſeverance is 
ot obtained by God's children, without 
heir earneſt prayers, and ſincere endea- 
urs b But the perſeverance I am ſpeak- 
g of juſt now, is that ſteadineſt in the ways 
God, which is oppoſed to frequent de- 
os and backſlidings. This is a thing 
at every child of God ſtruggles for, and iu 
wt only obtains. For it muſt not be diſ- 
mbled, that a courſe of fouriſbing in the 
ritual life, uninterrupted by dead and lan- 
uid intervals, is a height of perfection, 
bich is ſeldom, or rather never attained' 
in the preſent imperfe@& ſtate . It is 
deed the duty, and will be the ſtudy of 


* Rom, viii. 29. 30. Phil. experience in the ſpiritual- 

6. ohn x. 28. * ves 3 ſhall be to that 
J. i. 12. 13. man, who abuſes this acknow- 

lte is believed, that this ledgment to the purpoſes of 

ll be acknowledged to be wickedneſs. _ 12 

, by all who have had any 


every 
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every ſincere Chriſtian, to follow after pe 
fection, and, with the great Apoſtle, forge 
ting thoſe things which are behind, and rech 
ing forth unto thoſe _ which are befir 
to preſs toward the mark, for the prize of 
high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus a. B 
at the ſame time he muſt lay his accou 
with being often buffeted, and ſometimes; 
ſo foiled by his paſſions: — the uſe he oug 
to make of which, is, to be more humbl( 
and watchful, and circumſpe& for the tin 
to come. And as ſteadinels is not to be 

tained, without the continued influences 
the divine Spirit, he muſt keep his ſoul h: 
for receiving theſe, by daily prayer, and d 
vout reading of the holy ſcriptures, and t 

diligent uſe of 'all the other means whi 


God hath appointed for this purpoſe. 


Having thus gone through the ſeveral pat 
ticulars the pſalmiſt prays for, I come no 
in the LAST PLACE, to ſhew, “ That the 
« particulars are -the beſt qualifications fe 
* enabling a perſon' to teach the ways 
God to others, in that manner that wi 
be the moſt effectual and ſucceſsful tt 
« converting ſinners unto God.” Ang th 
will appear from the following conſideration 
which are ſo evident in themſelves, that 

Phil. ii. 13. 14. ö 
Phil. ii. 13. 14 1 


* 


L425 3 


ſhall rather mention, than enlarge upon 


Ly n | RECITE e 

8 1: will be hardly needful to remind you, 
mo {wi the particulats the pſalmiſt prays for, 
f ce —* clean heart, and right ſpirit, pro- 


weeding from the creating and renovating 
ner of God; — the enjoyment of God's 
macious preſence, and the inhabitation of 
hs Holy Spirit; — the joyful hope and con- 
fdence of God's falvation ; —and, laſtly, 
terſeverance in this happy ſtate and ſituation 
ff foul, through the continued influences 
of the divine Spirit. LOU: 5 
Now, that ſuch a ſtate and ſituation of 
ul, will enable a miniſter ſo to diſcharge 
e duties of his office, as tends moſt effectu- 
ally to anſwer the great ends thereof, is evi- 
ent from the following conſiderations. 

1. A miniſter poſſeſſed of the above qua- 
Ifications, will go about the duties of his 
union with the greater pleaſure and delight. 
Hlis work will not lie heavy upon his hands, 
x it can hardly fail to do upon thoſe, who 

Wc themſelves ſtrangers to the life and power 
9! codlineſs. + A miniſter who is himſelf a 
Incere devout Chriſtian; has no ſuch plea- 
re in any thing, as in contributing his la- 
dours to make others what he himſelf is, 
ind he is never ſo much in his element, as 
men miniftring among his people in holy 

| ri! irs things, 


* 
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things, or elſe- employed in thoſe ſtudie 
which are neceſſary to fit him for theſe 
niſtrations. A bid 

2. A miniſter poſſeſſed of the qualificat 
ons mentioned, will go about the duties 
his charge with much greater diligence a 

activity, than he would do, if he was yg 
of theſe qualifications, — inaſmuch as 

will both have more pleaſure in his di 

and will likewiſe make greater conſcience 

diſcharging the ſame with faithfulneſs. An 

where miniſters are the moſt diligent in the 

labours among the people, there the peop 

_ themſelves will readily be the moſt diligei . 
in uſing and improving the means of {aly 

tion. And where: ever the means appoints 

by God are uſed with the greateſt diligeng 

and ſeriouſneſs, there it is reaſonable to e 

7 that God will beſtow the moſt plentif 

eflingayitul 264 3364s on thy 

3. Where a miniſter himſelf is ſincere 
devout, his miniſtrations will hardly fail 
being accompanied with ſtrong. appeurauct 
, ſincerity. \.. And an air of ſincerity in tl 
preacher, will more effectually move 
hearts of an audience, than the moſt labou 
ed turns of artificial rhetorick. The wa 
for miniſters therefore to be very ſuccels 
in awakening the devotion of others, 1s, 

be firſt devout themſelves, There is ſuch Wiſe 
ſimilarity in the original frame and tone 4 
me 


. 
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ens hearts, that a heart ſenſibly affected 
any way, more eaſily communicates the 
me affection to other hearts. For it is in 
me meaſure with the hearts of men, as it 
with uniſon ſtrings in muſick ; — the vi- 
tion of one ak the others to vibrate 
1 harmony alongſt with ita. Hence, as 


a$ y begets joy, and ſorrow communicates a 
du rc of grief; ſo ſincere piety, and earneſt- 
ace ck about ſoul- concerns, more eaſily begets 
An touſneſs of the ſame kind where it is not, 
the e increaſes it where it is. It is therefore 
dcop the utmoſt importance, that thoſe who 
lice e the care of ſouls, ſhould be themſelves 
ah aa of fincere piety, and real experience in 


ul concerns. Though, at the ſame time, we 
e {till to underſtand this in ſuch a way, as 
ot to confine the ſovereign operations of 


ithout. inſtruments, and by what inſtru- 
jents he pleaſes; and often effectuates his 
racious purpoſes by means that have leſs of 
anal fitneſs in them, as well as by thoſe 
t are naturally more fit. But {till it will 
old, that they who by their office are the 
pts F the world, and the ſalt of the earth b. 
l more effectually anſwer the ends of their 


* This to be underſtood author ſays, © it is in „eme 


ſuch ih proper grains of allow- „ meaſure, &c.“ and not ab- 
Ke; and for that reaſon the ſoluteſy ſo. | 
ne e Matth. *. 13. 14. . . 


e divine Spirit. Almighty God can work 
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function, if they themſelves do truly hz 
and ſhine, and have in them a real ſavy; 
godlineſs. | 16:9; 
4. And this ſuggeſts a' fourth reaſo 
which is, that where a miniſter is himf 
a good man, the force of his example u 
be added to that of his exhortations. 4 
it is well known, that example worketh me 
powerfully than precept ; and that a g 
man is a living ſermon to all about him, 
5. One who is acquainted with the life 
God in his own ſoul, is certainly the fi 
8 to inſtruct and train up others in 
There are many things relating to foul-c 
cerns, that one cannot have a right uptaki 
of, but by perſonal experience. It is 
enough, therefore, for a miniſter to hayet 
kind of knowledge that can be had fr 
books; — he ought alſo to be capable 
tracing the lineaments of vital Chriſtian 
from the impreſſions thereof ſtamped up- 
his on heart by the Holy Spirit. 
6. A miniſter who has himſelf a go 
conſcience before God, and a blamelels at 
exemplary life before men, will /peak . 
to the conſciences of his hearers with ti 
greater boldneſs and authority, and ſo as 
make a ſtronger impreſſion : — whereas tl 
exhortations of that man, whoſe own col 
| ſcience is not purged from drad works, 1 
like to be but very faintly inforced. 


1 


V and laſtly, There feems to be a pro- 
e implied in the text, That men poſſeſ- 


ealo plalmiſt, and employing their talents in 
un caching the ways of God to others, ſhall. 
le de ws, inſtruments of converting ſinners 


# God.” For the pſalmiſt having prayed 
r fuch and fuch qualifications, adds, by 
we inſpiration, Then will I teach tranſ- 
eſors thy - ways,” and ſinners ſhall be con- 
red unto thoe. He does not fay, «I will 
tach tranſgreſſors thy ways, in order to 
convert finners unto thee ; but expreſs- 
and abſolutely he fays, „Sinners ſhall be 
converted unto thee,” as being fully aſſu- 


teaching ſhould be bleſſed with ſucceſs. 
which appears pretty plainly to imply a 
miſe, that all x 4 teachers, poſſeſſed of 


the fame good end, ſhould in like man- 
r be made inſtruments of converting ſin- 


Fj rs unto Gd. | 
» il. evident, 'that the qualifications we have 


d moſt to be deſired,” for enabling one ſo 


nition, as moſt effectually to anſwer the 


cat 5 thereof, the converſion of ſinners 
0 od, . | 


And 


ed of the qualifications prayed for by the 


|, that being ſo and ſo qualified to teach, 


r fame good talents, and employing them 


en inſiſting on, are, without diſparagement 
thoſe of any other kind, by far the fitteſt 


R diſcharge the duties! of the miniſterial 
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And now to conclude.——From all ul 
has been faid, let all of us, both miniſte 
and people, be concerned to ſearch and t 
ourſelves, whether the /fe of God is yet b 
gun in our fouls ; whether God be creat; 
in us clean hearts, and renewing right ſhin 
within us. Do we feel the effects of his g 
cious preſence?— do we feel God to be inv 
deed the ſur of our fouls *—and are we 
become living temples. for his Holy Spit 
Do we feel the joy of God s ſalvation; u 
can we diſcern in ourſelves the beginnin 
and progreſs of that divine work of ſindi 
catian, which ſhall aſſuredly end in our co 
pleat, redemptionua? Let us, my brethue 
take no reſt unto our ſouls, until we 
perceive the evident marks and tokens 
ſuch a good work begun and carrying on 
our hearts and lives. 
Let ur more eſpecially, whom God in 
ear, has called to be the miniſters( 
is word, and the publick teachers of! 
ways to others; let us conſider the necell 
of our having a lat and part in theſe matte 
not only in order to our own falvation, v 
47 alſo to enable us to be the more diligent at 
= ſucceſsful in our labours for the ſalvation « 
* others. What a glorious addition is this! 
our encouragement to be good men! not dl 
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to fave ourſelves, but to be the inſtruments 
4 occaſions of ſalvation to others a. To 
þ gud, even to the bodies of others, is a 
A ſatisfaction to a good man. But to do 
wood to ſouls, - and ſuch an immenſe good, 


pin 10d that for ever, —how muſt it heighten 
8 5 e pleaſure ! The very thoughts of this, will 
nc / be a vaſt addition to the faithful pa- 
ve 0 


ol s crown of joy; — ſuch an addition, that 
he Apoſtle, writing to the Theſſalonians, 
uuples not to call this very thing his glory, 
Wind bis joy, and his crown F rejoicing at the 
ming of the Lord b. 

By this therefore let us be encouraged, ſo 
o act our part, both in ee and pu- 
capacities, as that we allo may be made 
artakers of the like crown of joy in that day 
the Lord; and may have this gracious 
5 ntence pronounced upon us, by the judge 
in hk men and angels, Well done, ye good 

and faithful ſervants : ye have been Aich 
ful in a few things; I will make you ru- 
lers over many things: Enter ye into the 
joy of your Lord c! ” 


To which bleſſed ſtate, may God, of his 
infinite mercy, bring one and all of us, 


through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Tim, iv, 16. * 1 Thefſ. ii. 19. 20. Matth. XV. 21. 
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